
Recent RECORDS of KEYS (Knowledge Exchange 

by Young Scholars) International Workshops 

Updated on March 22nd, 2026 

 

Knowledge Exchange by Young Scholars (KEYS) and Researchers 

on Green Cities, Global Disaster Control, and Planetary regeneration 

Since 2018, the objective of the KEYS workshop has been to facilitate dialogue and collaboration between students and 

researchers from our universities on scientific and interdisciplinary issues or case studies developed in our respective 

universities on green city topics. A memorandum of understanding to promote exchanges and develop cooperation 

between the universities of Kitakyushu and Paris was renewed in 2026 for a period of eight years. 

 

Recent Workshops 

Date Event title Place & Host Institutions 

 

 

Feb. 1st-7th, 

2026 

KEYS2026a Kitakyushu – 

Knowledge Exchange by Young 

Scholars 2026a on Global 

Disaster Controls 

Kitakyushu, Japan  Hosted by 

International Photosynthesis Industrialization 

Research Center, Univ.  Kitakyushu; Co-hosted 

by (1) Peat Fire Carbon Credit Commercialization Study 

Group at Kitakyushu Foundation for the Advancement of 

Industry, Science and Technology (FAIS), (2) Shabondama 

Soap Co., Ltd., (3) LINV @ Kitakyushu, the Kitakyushu 

branch of the International Laboratory of Plant Neurobiology 

at the Univ. of Florence.  

 

PROGRAM of KEYS 2026a Kitakyushu 

Feb. 1st-6th, 2026 at Univ. Kitakyushu (Hibikino Campus) and Kitakyushu Science and Research 

Park (KSRP), Kitakyushu. 

*KEYS2026a Kitakyushu, Knowledge Exchange by Young Scholars 2026a: Global Disaster Controls. Organized 

by International Photosynthesis Industrialization Research Center, Univ. Kitakyushu as the host, with (1) Peat 

Fire Carbon Credit Commercialization Study Group at Kitakyushu Foundation for the Advancement of Industry, 

Science and Technology (FAIS), (2) Shabondama Soap Co., Ltd., (3) LINV@Kitakyushu, the Kitakyushu branch 

of the International Laboratory of Plant Neurobiology at the University of Florence as co-hosts. Sponsored by 

Kitakyushu city and Kitakyushu Convention ＆Visitors Association (公益財団法人 北九州観光コンベンション協会). 

 



TIME TABLE: KEYS2026a Kitakyushu (along with Sakura Science Exchange Program) 

Date & time Programs/Events Location 

February 1st 

(Sun) 

 

13:00 Arrival of Sakura Science participants 

With Prof. Uezu, Ms. Chida, Ms. Motomura  → Lunch  

14:40 Arrival of the Palangkalaya University delegation 

15:00 Move to Kitakyushu 

17:00 Reception of Indonesian students and faculty members 

17:30 BUS (via Hatagoya →Orio Station → to AZ Hotel, with Ms. Chida) 

17:30 Check-in Campus accommodation (Guest house) (with Prof. Kawano) 

17:30 Check-in Hatagoya (with Ms. Motomura) 

18:30 Reception & dinner 

@Fukuoka airport 

 

Univ. Kitakyushu Hibikino 

Campus 

Room S402 

(16:30-18:00) 

 

 

Restaurant SANZOKUYA 

 Students Prof. & administrative staffs  

February 2nd 

(Mon) 

a.m. 

8:45 Taxi from Hatagoya 

8:45 Pick up by Prof. Uezu at Campus 

Guest house 

8:45 Taxi from AZ Hotel 

8:45 Pick up by Prof. Uezu at Campus Guest 

house 

 

a.m. 9:30-12:00   Opening address by the Rector, Prof. Salampak 

Lecture 1 “Peat Fire Extinguishing Technology” by Prof. K. Uezu 

Lecture 2 “Environmental impacts of Fire-Fighting Agents” by Prof. T. Kawano 

Lecture 3 “Sharing Disaster Experience” by Prof. T. Kato 

Univ. Kitakyushu Room S402 

Discussion Room available for 

Profs. & admin. staffs at 2nd 

floor (Special Guest Room) 

February 2nd 

(Mon) 

p.m. 

12:00-13:30 Lunch at Univ. Cafeteria 

With Japanese students 

12:00-13:30  Official Lunch Meeting at 

Café Sorairo 

 

13:30-17：00  Experiments and Practical Demonstrations* 

(1) Set-up for Fish Toxicity Assay for Fire Fighting Agents (Prof. Kawano) 

(2) Peat Fire Extinguishing Technology (Prof. Uezu) 

(3) Fish Toxicity Assay for Fire Fighting Agents (Prof. Kawano) 

17:30 Dismiss   17:30 Onward: Free /No Official Schedule. 

Univ. Kitakyushu Room 

(1) (3) S136, (2) S220 

*Discussion room available 

for Profs. & staffs at 2nd floor 

(Special Guest Room) 

Tuesday, 

February 3rd 

a.m. 

8:45 Taxi from Hatagoya 

8:45 From Guest House, Move to the 

Campus roadside on foot 

8:45 From Guest House, Move to the 

Campus roadside on foot 

9:30 BUS pick-up at AZ Hotel 

 

9:00 The bus arrives at Campus roadside  9:10 Bus departure from Campus roadside 

9:30 Departure from AZ Hotel 9:40 arrival at Shabondama Soap Co. (R&D Division) 

9:40 Excursion inside the Factory     10:00-13:30 Lecture on Soap Production 

10:30-11:20 Tour inside the Factory and Q&A 

11:30-12:30 Lunch in the conference room (Bento box) 

 

Shabondama Soap Company 

Tuesday, 

February 3rd 

p.m. 

12:30 Bus departure     12:45 Viewing whole Kitakyushu city, the Great Wakato 

Bridge, and the offshore wind power turbines.     13:10 Depart from Takatoyama Hill 

13:20 Arrival at Wakamatsu Fire Station 

Takatoyama Hill 

(an observatory spot) 

13:30-14:30  Lectures (1) Introduction of Kitakyushu City Fire Department, (2) 

Wildland and Forest fires, (3) Handling of Fire-Fighting Agents. By Mr. Taniyama 

(Kitakyushu city Fire Department) 

14:30-15:00  Technical tour and Demonstration of Fire-Fighting Agents Sprays 

15:40 Departure from Wakamatsu Fire Station 

 

Wakamatsu Fire Station 



 Students Prof. & administrative staffs  

Tuesday, 

February 3rd 

evening 

Evening Excursion to Kokura 

16:00 Arrival at Orio Station 

16:00 Move to Kokura with Ms. Chida 

and Ms. Indriyani (Visits to Kokura city 

center, Kokura Castle, Murasaki River, 

and dinner)  21:00 Back to Orio Sta., 

Taxi to accommodations 

16:30 Arrival at University 

17:00 Coffee/Discussion  

18:00 Move by a chartered bus 

18:30 Official Dinner Meeting at 

Restaurant Kaneyasu (Banquet) 

*On the way back, the chartered bus 

(Campus→ Hotel → Orio Station→ Asakawa) 

 

February 4th 

(Wed) 

a.m. 

 

8:45 Taxi from Hatagoya 

8:45 Guest House, to campus on foot 

8:45 From Guest House, Move to Campus 

on foot   9:00 Taxi from AZ Hotel 

Move to Conference room I 

(Building N) 

10:00-11:00  Official Ceremonial Event for University Collaboration 

(1) Presidential addresses (President Prof. Yanai and Rector Prof. Salampak) 

(2) Research concept presentation (Prof. Kawano) (3) souvenir exchange & photoshoot 

Conference room I 

(Building N) 

 

Lunch at Campus cafeteria 11:30-14:00  6 delegates with Rector Prof. 

Salampak move to Airport 

 

February 4th 

(Wed) 

p.m. 

 

13:30-16:00  Symposium (1) Keynote Lecture “Responsible Peatland Management” 

by Prof. by Adi Jaya (Center for International Cooperation in Sustainable Management 

of Tropical Peatland (CIMTROP), University of Palangka Raya),  (2) Keynote Lecture 

“Peatland Forest Fires, Impact and Solutions” by Prof. Kitso Kuhas Kusin (Center for 

International Cooperation in Sustainable Management of Tropical Peatland (CIMTROP), 

Univ. of Palangka Raya)  (3) Coffee break  (4) Poster session by Japanese students 

and discussion between Japanese and Indonesian students     16:30 Dismiss    

16:30 Onward: Free /No Official Schedule. 

KSRP Academic Information 

Center 

February 5th 

(Thu) 

a.m. 

No Official Schedule in the morning. 

Move to campus on foot (from both 

Hatagoya and Guest House) 

9:00 Arrival at Campus on foot 

 

Discussion on future research collaborations 

 

Presentation Room 

(9:00-12:00) 

February 5th 

(Thu) 

p.m. 

 

12:00-13:30 Lunch  

13:30-16:00   Symposium   (1) Invited Lecture by Dr. Mai Ngoc Chau 

“Assessing the Status of Disaster Risk Reduction Education and Course Performance: A 

Case Study in Hue, Vietnam”   (2) Invited Lecture by Mr. Kensuke Nakao  

“Novel Fire-Fighting Foam for PV fires”    (3) Coffee break   (4) Poster (Sakura Science 

Exchange Program session) by Indonesian students and local enterprises followed by 

discussion between Japanese and Indonesian participants.     

16:30 Dismiss     16:30 Onward: Free /No Official Schedule. 

KSRP Academic Information 

Center 

February 6th 

(Friday) 

a.m. 

9:30 Taxi from Hatagoya 

9:30 From Guest House, Move to 

Campus on foot 

9:30 From Guest House, Move to Campus 

on foot 

 

10:00-12:00   Lecture 4 “Physicochemical properties of peat soil (The Last Lecture)”  

by Prof. Akira Haraguchi.*    12:00-13:30 Lunch  

Conference Room 2 

*Discussion room availableat 

2nd floor (Special Guest Room) February 6th 

(Friday) 

p.m. 

13:30-15:30 Group work and presentations of results by SAKURA participants 

16:00 Dismiss  16:30 Onward: Free 

/No Official Schedule. 

17:00-18:00  Move by a city bus to Kokura 

18:30-20:30  Industry-Academia dinner 

meeting (at Restaurant INAKAAN) 

20:30-21:30  Train and taxi. to Campus  

 



February 7th 

(Sat) 

8:45 Taxi from Hatagoya 

8:45 from Guest house, Move to Campus on foot 

9:00 Departure of Bus from Campus to Airport (with Prof. Kawano and Ms. Chida) 

On the way in the bus, small branch with sandwiches 

11:00 Arrival at Fukuoka Airport 

Photographs and Check-In 

 

 

SAKURA SCIENCE PROGRAM LECTURES: 

1. Peat Fire Extinguishing Technology by Prof. K Uezu (Univ. of Kitakyushu) 

2. Environmental impacts of Fire-Fighting Agents by Prof. T. Kawano (Univ. Kitakyushu) 

3. haring Disaster Experience by Prof. T. Kato (Univ. of Kitakyushu) 

4. Physicochemical properties of peat soil (The Last Lecture) by Prof. A. Haraguchi (Univ. of 

Kitakyushu) 

KEYNOTE LECTURES: 

1. Responsible Peatland Management by Prof. Adi Jaya (Univ. of Palangka Raya) 

2. Peatland Forest Fires, Impact and Solutions by Prof. Kitso Kuhas Kusin (Prof. Center for 

International Cooperation in Sustainable Management of Tropical Peatland (CIMTROP), Univ. of Palangka 

Raya) 

 

INVITED TALKS: 

1. Assessing the Status of Disaster Risk Reduction Education and Course Performance: A Case 

Study in Hue, Vietnam by Dr. Mai Ngoc Chau (Univ. of Sciences, Hue Univ.) 

2. Novel Fire-Fighting Foam for PV fires by Mr. K. Nakao (Horse Sheep Monkey Inc.)  

POSTERS (Sakura Science Exchange Program Session): 

 

1. Protect Nature, Protect Mental Health  by Aginta Aprillia 

2. Forest Fires  by Daffa Imanda Patria 

3. Earthquake and Mitigation Efforts  by Novesa Merilya Weroy 

4. Flood Awareness  by Edward Jonathan Dohong 

5. Amphibious Med-Hub  by Leonard Axel Timothy (Best Poster selected by Horse Sheep Monkey 

CEO Kensuke Nakao) 

6. Save Nature, Save Life  by Ristasya Melbi Amelia 

7. Household Health and Economic Impacts of Peatland Forest Fires  by Twiko Erlian Agus 

8. Forest Fire Kalteng  by Santi 

9. Nature in Crisis: Human-Caused Disasters in Central Kalimantan  by Andrau Boston 

Togatorop 

10. Forest and Peatland Fires in Indonesia  by Forni Lisbet Mendrofa (Best Poster selected by Dr. 

Mai Ngoc Chau) 

 



LIST OF POSTERS (Research Posters by Students of Host University) 

11. Evaluation of Penetration Characteristics of Soap Foam Fire Extinguishing Agents for Peat Fires 

Using Capillary Rise Experiments  by Haruka Fukui, 1 Kazuya Uezu, 1 Takayoshi Kawahata 2 & Akihiro 

Masunaga 2  (1 University of Kitakyushu, 2 Shabondama Soap Co., Ltd.) 

12. Calculation of Surface Free Energy of Peat and Its Application to Soap-Based Fire Extinguishing 

Agent for Peat Fires  by Saki Motomura 1, Kasuya Uezu 1, Takayoshi Kawahara 2, Takahide Kanyama 2 

& Akihiro Masunaga (University of Kitakyushu, Shabondama Soap Co., Ltd.) (Best Poster selected by 

Prof. Kitso Kusin) 

13. The Self-assemblies and Solution Properties of Potassium Oleate- Arginine Complexes in 

Aqueous Solution  by Tomoki Endo, Isamu Akiba, & Kazuya Uezu (University of Kitakyushu) 

14. Identification of environments highly enriched in the ecologically important ultra-small 

microorganisms Omnitrophota  by Haku Itatani and Katsunori Yanagawa (University of Kitakyushu) 

15. Effects of Hydrogen Supply on Microbial Community Structure in Natural Water Systems  by 

Masayuki Hanada and Katsunori Yanagawa (University of Kitakyushu) 

16. Primitive photosynthetic bacteria in iron-rich Archaean analogue cultures  by Hiroto Sonoda and 

Katsunori Yanagawa (University of Kitakyushu) 

17. Temporal dynamics of microbial methane production mediated by indigenous methanogenic 

archaea in hot spring ecosystems  by Yuto Suga and Katsunori Yanagawa (University of Kitakyushu) 

18. Development of a Compact Banana Cultivation System in Kitakyushu City, Japan  by Ryosuke 

Obata 1, Takuya Yamaguchi 1, Kazuo Ishii 2, Nakako Kawano 1 & Tomonori Kawano1 (1 University of 

Kitakyushu, Kyushu Institute of Technology) (Best Poster selected by Prof. Adi Jaya) 

19. Search for stomatal regulatory substances through digital microscope observation of leaf 

epidermis from Tradescantia ohiensis  by Keigo Takayanagi1, Hirotoshi Sakai1, Nobuyuki Uozumi2, & 

Tomonori Kawano1 (1 The University of Kitakyushu, 2 Tohoku University) 

20. Time-Series Analysis of Environmental Measures by  by Government Ministry Using Text Mining 

Ryotaro Kobayashi and Tomonori Kawano (University of Kitakyushu) 

21. Relationship between Mantle Color and Photosynthetic Rate in Giant Clams (Tridacna crocea) 

under LED Illumination  by Kenshin Takahashi, Ryosuke Obata, Aika Yamada, Nakako Kawano, & 

Tomonori Kawano (University of Kitakyushu) 

22. Optical model for the light collecting role for water droplets on the plant leaf surface and induced 

water physiology  by Hirotoshi Sakai, Tomonori Kawano (University of Kitakyushu)  

23. Analysis of the growth of zooxanthellae isolated from Tridacna crocea under artificial seawater 

conditions  by Aika Yamada and Tomonori Kawano (University of Kitakyushu) 

 

LIST OF POSTERS FROM LOCAL ENTERPRISES 

24. Where Do Fires Originate?  By Keiichiro Matsumura (Representative Director, Dot Noah Holdings Co., 

Ltd.; Director, .N M&A・PMI R&D Institute) 

25. Fire Risks and Preventive Measures in Industrial Waste Treatment Facilities  by Keisuke Nohara 

(President & CEO, Nohara Shokai Co., Ltd. ; Director, Nohara Energy Materials Laboratory) 

26. Novel Firefighting Foam for PV fires; Bubble Shade - PV fires can be extinguished safely  by 

Kensuke Nakao (CEO, Horse Sheep Monkey Inc.)   



Date Event title Place & Host Institutions 

Nov. 17st-18th, 

2025 
KEYS 2025b Paris-Kitakyushu – 

Knowledge Exchange by Young 

Scholars (KEYS) and Research on 

Green cities 

Paris, France; Hosted by Université 

Paris Cité 

 

 



https://sustainability-transitions.u-paris.fr/wp-

content/uploads/sites/13/2026/01/Programme-KEYS-2025.pdf  

 



https://sustainability-transitions.u-paris.fr/en/keys-2025-international-conference-a-

franco-japanese-meeting-on-ecological-transitions-with-the-university-of-kitakyushu/ 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



Date Event title Place & Host Institutions 

Sep. 25st-28th, 

2025 
KEYS 2025a – Knowledge 

Exchange by Young Scholars: 

Green agriculture and disaster 

controls in Asia 

Hanoi, Vietnam; Hosted by 

Vietnam National University of 

Agriculture and Vietnam Firefighing 

and Rescue Association. 

 

Day 1 (Sep. 25th, 2025)  Discussion on business 

opportunities in Vietnam at JETRO (the Japan External 

Trade Organization) Hanoi office, Hanoi, Vietnam 

 

  

 

Participants: K. Matsumura (CEO, .Noah Holdings Co. Ltd.), K. Nakao (CEO, Horse 

Sheep Monkey Inc.; Univ. Kitakyushu), K. Nohara (Director, Nohara Shokai Co., Ltd.), 

Ms. M. Chida (Ph.D student, Univ. Kitakyushu), and two JETRO officers at JETRO 

Hanoi (https://www.jetro.go.jp/vietnam/about/hanoi/). 

 

 



 

Day 2 (Sep. 26th, 2025)  Sustainable Agricultural 

Session at Vietnam National University of Agriculture 

(VNUA), Hanoi, Vietnam 

 

 

Presentation at VNUA Seminar hall (17 scholars) in the morning, and VNUA Campus Excursion in 

the afternoon (Visit to a demonstration project for introducing solar panels to rice paddies; 13 

participants included representatives from the universities as well as representatives from related 

companies) 



Time Table of Day 2 at VNAU 

Coordinated by Dr. VU Duy Hoang (Vice Director of Center for Organic Agriculture Promotion and 

Studies, VNUA), Dr. Trần Đức Minh (VNUA) and Prof. Nguyễn Việt Long (Head, International 

Cooperation Office, VNUA) 

 

List of oral presentations (Research exchange): 
(1) Eco-centric industry-academia-government cooperation in green city Kitakyushu. By Chida, M., 

Nakao, K., and Kawano, T. (University of Kitakyushu) 

(2) Growth simulation and monitoring of plants and algae under natural and artificial light conditions. 

By Nakao, K. and Kawano, T. (University of Kitakyushu) 

(3) Application of LED for controlling the growth and developments in agricultural and horticultural 

plants. By Kawano, T. (University of Kitakyushu) 

(4) Industrial Waste and RDF Fuel Treatment Initiative “Turning Waste into Resources, Resources for 

the Future" by Nohara, K. (Nohara Shokai Co., Ltd.) 

(5) Value of Lightening by Matsumura, K (Representative Director, Dot Noah Holdings Co., Ltd.; 

Director, .N M&A・PMI R&D Institute) 

 



Panel Discussion (on cooperation in the field of 

Agriculture) 

 

Chair:  

Prof. Nguyễn Việt Long (Head, International Cooperation Office, VNUA) 

 

Panelists: 

Prof. Vo Huu Cong (Head of Research Cluster at CREI, VNUA) 

Prof. Nguyen Xuan Loc (VNUA) 

Dr. Thieu Thi Phong Thu (VNUA) 

Dr. Nguyen Anh Duc, (VNUA) 

Dr. Tran Duc Minh (VNUA) 

Dr. Tran Ngoc Hung (Yamamoto Indutries’ Vietnam Agent) 

Mr. K. Matsumura (Representative Director, Dot Noah Holdings Co., Ltd.; Director, .N M&A・PMI R&D 

Institute) 

Mr. K. Nakao (Univ. kitakyushu), 

Mr. K. Nohara (Nohara Shokai Co., Ltd.),  

Ms. M. Chida (Univ. Kitakyushu),  

Prof. T. Kawano (Univ. Kitakyushu) 

+ 6 students representing Indonesian Universities and VNUA 

 

  



Report by Dr. Trần Đức Minh (VNUA) 

 





 



 

 

 



Day 3 (Sep. 27th, 2025) Global Disaster Control Session 

at Vietnam Firefighting and Rescue Association, Hanoi, Vietnam 

  

  

  

Discussion at Vietnam Firefighting and Rescue Association (VFRA), Hanoi, Vietnam 

Oral Presentations: 

(1) “Status of Firefighting technologies and rescue in Vietnam” by Vietnam Firefighting and Rescue 

Association. 

(2) “Industry-academia-government collaboration for Development of Environmentally Friendly 

Fire-Fighting Foams in Kitakyushu, Japan” by T. Kawano (Univ. Kitakyushu） 

(3) “Development of Solar panel specific Fire firing form” by K. Nakao (Horse Sheep Monkey Inc.） 



(4) “Industrial Waste and RDF Fuel Treatment Initiative: Turning Waste into Resources, Resources 

for the Future” by K. Nohara (Nohara Shokai Co., Ltd.） 

 

Panel Discussion 

Chair:  

(1) Mr. Nguyen Phi Long (Vice Chairman-General Secretary, Vietnam Firefighting and Rescue Association) 

Panelists:  

(2) Mr. K. Matsumura (Representative Director, Dot Noah Holdings Co., Ltd.; Director, .N M&A・PMI R&D 

Institute) 

(3) Mr. K. Nakao (CEO, Horse Sheep Monkey Inc.; Research Coordinator, Univ. Kitakyushu), 

(3) Mr. K. Nohara (Nohara Shokai Co., Ltd.),  

(4) Ms. M. Chida (Univ. Kitakyushu),  

(5) Mrs. Tran Thu Huong (Vietnam Firefighting and Rescue Association) 

(6) Prof. T. Kawano (Univ. Kitakyushu) 

(7) Dr. Tran Ngoc Hung (Yamamoto Indutries’ Vietnam Agent) 

 

Day 4 (Sep. 28th, 2025) Excursion to Vietnam National Museum 

of History, Hanoi, Vietnam *Schedule changed due to Typhoon attack 

  

Participants: totally 8 


